H1N1 — Death Notification

The recent emergence of a novel Influenza A (HLN1) virus has forced public
health officials to prepare for the possibility of unprecedented influenza-related
illnesses and deaths. It's important for public health purposes that the

Department of Health and Human Services learn of influenza-related deaths in a
timely way.

Consequently, the Division of Public Health has embedded a new influenza
notification component in the Electronic Death Registration System (EDRS) to be
used by Nebraska Funeral Establishments.

At the discretion of the Director of Public Health, this field might be activated in
the event of a significant disease outbreak in Nebraska.

Funeral Establishments will see a query that will ask, “Influenza Related Death?”
The choices will be Y for Yes, N for No or U for Unknown/Don’t Know.
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During periods of heightened influenza virus activity, funeral home personnel
collecting fact-of-death information will be asked to query family, next-of-kin or
others regarding whether the death was in any way related to influenza. At times
when influenza virus is not deemed to be causing heightened public health
concerns, this field will not be activated and thus will not appear on the EDRS
screen.

This addition will allow near real-time public health notification of influenza-
related fatalities and complement, but not replace, the current system which
requires physicians to notify the county and state of such events.

We strongly encourage all Funeral Directors and staff who are responsible for
Death Certificate reporting to use the EDRS. Upon learning of a suspected
influenza-related death from communications with the family, physician, or
coroner, Funeral Establishments will have the capability to electronically report
this critical information to the state health department through EDRS along with
routine fact of death information. As a result, public health authorities in
Nebraska will have timely access to critical information to inform and guide
influenza prevention and control interventions.

Collection of this information by Funeral Establishments is for public health
purposes only. The requirement of coroners, county attorneys and physicians to
report the official cause of death will continue as part of their medical and legal
responsibilities.

We strongly encourage funeral establishments that are not actively using or not
currently authorized to use the EDRS system to consider the use of EDRS for
reporting all deaths. To learn more about EDRS please visit the EDRS website
(http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/edrs/) and call the Vital Records training coordinator at
402-471-0919 to establish an account.



